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Who gnawed these olives? Bless the sprat,
Who nibbled off the head of that?
And where '$ the garlic vanished, pray,
I purchased only yesterday?'
The effect of the sophists' teaching had certainly its bad side.
It gave men a taste for superficial knowledge and encouraged
an appeal to bare self-interest. Politicians who came under its
influence argued freely that might was right; and methods of
shameless aggrandizement were justified on the plea of national
necessity. Needless to say, there was much debate about
problems of personal conduct and morality. How is a man to
find happiness? By following his instincts, said some. By
living a good life, said others. What is a good life ? Is it to obey
the rules of society? or is it to follow what an individual's own
judgement tells him to be right? One can see where such
arguments would surely lead.
Among all who debated these questions the most indefatigable
controversialist was the philosopher Socrates. No picture of
Athenian life would be complete without some mention of this
extraordinary figure—pot bellied, bald headed, snub nosed,
with bulging earnest eyes which he rolled from side to side as he
walked. In response to a friend's inquiry the Delphic Oracle
had pronounced (even before he undertook his lifelong mission
of philosophic inquiry) that Socrates was the wisest man in
Greece. Greatly puzzled by this compliment, the honest fellow
devoted himself to the search for a man who knew more than
himself. He went about cross-examining any one who would
submit to it, and discovered to his surprise that not one could
give him a satisfactory answer to his searching questions. Unlike
the professional sophists, he charged no fee of those who listened
to his discussions; and as a result he fell into the direst poverty.
Nevertheless, he did not abandon his quest. He continued to
buttonhole men in the street and to discuss the problems of

